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Hanson’s personality, not policy, driving
support for One Nation
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Policy detail has very little influence on why voters have shifted their support to

One Nation, with new research showing the surge

[https://www.afr.com/politics/federal/one-nation-surges-ahead-of-labor-as-budget-flops-poll-

20260531-p602d9] is driven by anti-major party sentiment and a personal regard for

Pauline Hanson.

The only policy that rates any mention of significance with voters is immigration,

while the broken tax promises in the May budget

[https://www.afr.com/politics/federal/high-tax-and-broken-promises-overshadow-budget-

investment-wins-20260512-p5zw4w] were a principal reason for those who have

deserted Labor for One Nation.

Pauline Hanson’s “authenticity” is a big draw for voters turning to One Nation.  Ross Swanborough
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The polling, conducted by Redbridge Group/Accent Research, sampled the views

of 1987 voters between July 3 and July 13. The respondents were asked to nominate

their own reasons for voting One Nation and the responses were then compiled

into broad categories.

At the time, One Nation had a primary vote of 30 per cent, compared to Labor’s 28

per cent and the Coalition’s 20 per cent.

Of all those who said they would vote for One Nation if an election were held now,

the most cited reasons, at 16 per cent each, were a mood for change and anti-major

party sentiment.

Next was Hanson’s “authenticity” (14 per cent), followed by shared values with

Hanson (12 per cent), followed by immigration and “Australia-first nationalism”,

each on 11 per cent. Cost of living concerns rated just 2 per cent.

“Pauline Hanson’s biggest political asset is that her base sees her as their anti-

establishment outsider and their wrecking ball against a political model that they

feel no longer works for them,” said Redbridge director Tony Barry.

“Whilst a segment of One Nation voters nominate her immigration policy as their

vote motivator, Pauline Hanson’s framing of politics as outsiders against the

establishment are at the core of her brand.”



Labor’s primary vote has fallen more than 4 per cent since the election, all of which

has gone to One Nation.

Of those poll respondents who have deserted Labor, 21 per cent cited the poor

performance of the government when asked why, followed by broken promises (13

per cent), a belief there are better options (9 per cent), economic mismanagement

(8 per cent) and cost of living concerns (8 per cent).

The Coalition has suffered a much greater loss, with more than 10 per cent of its

vote flooding to One Nation.

The main reason was summarised as “heading in the wrong direction” which was

cited by 17 per cent. Next was “too similar to Labor” and “internal disunity”, both at

13 per cent.



A preference for Hanson and One Nation was next at 12 per cent, as was the “poor

performance” of the Coalition.

On Monday, Opposition leader Angus Taylor again ruled out governing with One

Nation after shadow housing minister Andrew Bragg floated the prospect.

“If there needs to be a coalition, we’d work it out then. But we won’t be in a coalition

with the unions and the big super funds and all the other crooks that Labor are in

coalition with now,” Bragg said.

Taylor later demurred. “We’re not going to form a coalition with One Nation, and I

know Andrew knows that.”
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